
Ch i l dh o od
need not be measured by years. It’s far better to mark age by innocence, as we 

do here at Lake James, whose waters seem an eternal fountain of youth. Perhaps 

it is the simple treasures of this place — sun-kissed waters, forests of dappled 

light, birdsong and laughter in the air. Days here where the mountains meet 

the lake are adventurous and carefree; texts and tweets are forgotten; and 

paddles, lures and stories around the fire are the order of the day.





Lak e  Jame s ,  natura l l y . 
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eAt first blush, it’s easy to miss what makes Lake James so special, 

because it often takes a while to notice what hasn’t been created 

here. By design, our footprints are deliberately light. But once you 

come to appreciate that it’s nature that takes center stage, you’re 

hooked. You’re home. Lake James is a community of spirited, 

likeminded people with an abiding love of the outdoors. Whether a 

cozy cottage or a substantial retreat, nary a one will be seen from 

the lake. Our shores, like our meadows and winding trails, are as 

pristine as in 1780 when revolutionary war soldiers first crossed our 

paths.  And we have every intention of keeping it just that way.

Find y ou r s e l f  in  a  p l a c e  f ound ,  n o t  c r eat ed .

No borders, no boundaries. A thousand 

acres, surrounded by a million more.  

It’s the perfect place to explore yourself.

Lake James is cool and refreshing 

in summer, and ringed each autumn 

by a riot of leafy color.  It is a place 

where mist rises each morning, and 

splendid sunsets light up sky and 

water. This is the simple life. The 

mountain life. The good life. In all 

these and countless other ways, we 

seek to preserve and protect, and in 

so doing, make Lake James simply, 

purely and naturally one of a kind. 

Wide - ey ed  
w i th  w onde r.



As stewards of more than 3,000 acres of waterfront property on Lake James, Crescent 

Communities is committed to establishing places with deep connections to history, 

nature and community. To this end, we’ve created the Lake James Stewardship 

Fund to benefit environmental and civic initiatives and outdoor research. We’ve 

also worked with local conservancy groups in North Carolina to to expand Lake 

James State Park by 3,000 acres. We’ve improved the Overmountain Victory National 

Historic Trail, which passes through our communities. And we’ve created wildlife 

habitats certified by the National Wildlife Federation to enhance and encourage a 

wide array of native flora and fauna to prosper in our communities. 

The shape and character of the land have been our guide — from the rambling 

roads and trails to our residences, community structures and rustic signage, every 

element is designed to blend seamlessly into the native environment. Letting the 

landscape dominate, and taking great care with our human settlement, we honor 

what nature has created.

Our views are of the monuments of the Blue Ridge Mountains: 

Linville Gorge, Shortoff Ridge, Table Rock and Hawksbill.

Clean mountain waters converge here — the Linville and Catawba Rivers 
and Paddy’s Creek — creating a magical, 6,500-acre lake with 150 miles 
of unspoiled shoreline that is forever protected for future generations. 



The Camp

Remember summer camp? It was pretty much the 

best part of every summer and the inspiration for our 

present-day rendition for kids of all ages: The Camp. 

All the old favorites are still our favorites — pick-up 

sticks, shuffleboard, checkers, seasonal arts and 

crafts and cardboard boat races, the annual ‘Battle 

for the Paddle’ between our neighborhoods. Oh, 

it’s all fun and games — until someone gets a few 

points ahead. The Camp is kayaking and paddle 

boarding.  It’s pools, a terrific fitness center and the 

aptly named County Line Canteen for nibbles and 

noshes. It’s roaring fires and campouts, and music 

in the amphitheater. It’s a nonstop, never-ending, 

wonderfully creative calendar that is the vibrant heart 

of life at Lake James.  

At The Camp, massive stones and timbers 
recall the iconic pavilions of our national parks. 
Neighbors gather here today to enjoy The Camp’s 
beautiful pools, docks and Adventure Center. 

How much 
fun can one 
family have?
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Cozy cabins 
and docks are 
tucked in the 
trees and along 
the shoreline. 

Tennis 
anyone?

The great
lawn... home
to our summer
camp outs and
a great place to
fly a kite.

•

Current home to our 
real estate office and 
information center.

•

Set into the hillside 
our amphitheater is 

center stage for music, 
performances and 
festive gatherings.

Whether setting sail 
from your dock in 

1780 or Old Wildlife 
Club, there’s no 

better way to arrive 
than on the water.

•

Our fantastic 
Social Hall, home 
to the County 
Line Canteen, the 
fitness center and 
gameroom... it’s 
non-stop fun in 
every season.

•

Our zero-edge lakeside
pool, site of cardboard
boat races and chicken
fights, and even the
occasional swim.      

•

The lakeside 
Expedition 
Center, home 
to our guides 
and endless 
adventure.

Always at the ready, 
the Ella Marie, 
our three-cockpit 
Hacker Craft.

•

•

Hot tubs are 
always a popular 
place to gather in 
every season.

Campfires, 
paddleboards, 
kayaks and canoes 
make the beach a 
launchpad for fun 
on the water.

The 
children’s 
wading pool 
and picnic 
area. 

•

•



At The Camp, there are pools for morning laps, for 
wading in or for dive-in movies, for cannonballs 
and chicken fights ... or just for reflecting on a 
beautiful evening beside your mountain lake. 



Jump in

It’s easy to see what makes Lake James different. 

Smiles. Big, wide, everywhere, all the time. Young 

and old alike, joined by a love of adventure. 

Around here, we’re doers, not spectators. The 

hub is the lakeside Expedition Center — think of 

it as Command Central for your days’ outings on 

the water, over our miles of trails and beyond, to 

our amazing neighboring state parks. We bring 

the best of the region here for festive music, art 

and cultural events. Our entertaining guides 

always have something new in store — including 

programs for kids, for adults, and best of all, for 

bringing the entire family together. There’s life, 

and then there is living. This is living. 

Isn’t fun the best 

thing to have?

We’ve outfitted our Expedition Center with 
everything you’ll need in every season, from fishing 
gear to kayaks and paddle boards, and from trail 
guides to lawn and pool games — jump in.



Sunset at full-throttle aboard the Ella Marie, our 
gleaming, mahogany, three-cockpit Hacker-Craft.





Owners quickly come to appreciate the joy of a mountain 
home throughout the year. Waterskiing in the summer; 
carving pumpkins in the fall; cutting and decorating the 
Christmas tree, sledding, snowballing, and getting cozy with 
a mug of holiday cheer in the winter months... each season 
adds colorful pages to the family scrapbook.



In every season, our inventive 

Expedition Guides create and 

lead activities in and around 

Lake James certain to inspire 

and delight. They venture out 

to gather frogs, caterpillars, 

millipedes and other stuff moms 

appreciate. They kayak at sunrise 

and under the full moon, they 

hike, craft, explore and guide  

our adventuresome families  

and friends, bringing  

out the best of every  

season. Here’s just  

a taste of what’s  

in store.

Wakeboarding Camp 

Dive-In Movie Night 

Wilderness Crafting

Veggie Car Races

Underwater Photo Day

Tres Jolie Art Class

Watermelon Wednesdays

Father’s Day Cookout

Art Gallery Studio Stroll

Red, White & Bluegrass Festival

Snorkel the Coves

Campfire Cook Off

Moonlight Kayak

Tie-Dye Tuesday

Cardboard 

    Boat Race     

Saturday Social 

    Italian Dinner

Beach Blanket Bingo

Catawba Meadows 

    Fireworks

Exploding Experiments

Milkshake Monday

Beach Bonfire & S’mores

Tailgate Game Tournament

Battle for the Paddle

Summer

Autumn

Winter

Our
Colorful

Calendar
Come on up ... there’s always 
something fun going on! 

Spring

Jump into Fall & Campout

Oktoberfest Saturday Social  

Corn Maze & Pumpkin Patch

Paper-Mache Pumpkins & Pumpkin Ale

Pumpkin Carving

Apple Picking at Altapass

Halloween Party

Edible Haunted Houses

Chocolate Carmel Apples

Beach Bonfire & Wine

Halloween Cookie Decorating

Treat Your Trick

Linville Caverns & Falls Hike

Pumpkin Cream Pie in a Jar

Handprint Turkey Bags

Saturday Social-Thanksgiving Dinner

Thanksgiving Tepee Cupcakes

Turkey Trot

Holiday Tree Hunt

Lake James State Park Hike & Lunch

Wreath Decorating & Cider

Holiday Storytelling & Family Photos with

    Hot Spiced Holiday Wine by the Fire

Holiday Ornaments & Gingerbread Houses 

Campfire Chili, Beer & Trivia

Candy Cane Fun Run

Naturalist’s Breakfast 

Morning Kayak

Wickets & Wine

Zip Lines, Tree Houses & Lunch

Canoe the Catawba

Sunday Sundaes

The Blue Ridge Mountains roll and tumble, peak and valley, 

they’re as fresh as a snowmelt stream and as vibrant as an 

autumn patchwork, every hill and dale an open invitation. So, 

too, are they steeped in history, and alive in art and music. 

Weavers, smiths, potters, painters, dancers — this tapestry of 

creativity is America’s richest and most authentic and with our 

signature program “Outside Lake James,” it beckons around 

every winding turn in the road. 

As rich and diverse as is our culture, this spirit inspired a 

majestic collection of state and national parks — the Pisgah 

National Forest and soaring Table Rock peak, the Linville 

Gorge Wilderness and Wilson Creek, Lake James State Park, 

South Mountains State Park, and the Overmountain Victory 

National Historic Trail — this last winding past your doorstep. 

Whether on your own or led by our Expedition Guides, every 

compass point begs to be explored.

Mountains
of adventure
I only went out for a walk and finally 
concluded to stay out till sundown, for going 
out, I found, was really going in.  ~John Muir



The same thoughtful care and planning 

that preserve the serene beauty of our 

communities inspire the homes that dot 

the hillsides. The designs, materials and 

approaches to building are as inviting 

and natural as the land itself. 

We’ve left an abundance of open

space undisturbed between

homesites — so there are places to

enjoy quiet times in nature, as well

as outings with friends. Properties at

Lake James are very private. There

are careful guidelines to preserve

the sense of place here, including

waterfront setbacks to

ensure that our lakeshore will

forever remain a pristine habitat, just

the way nature intended.

We see to it that the process of designing and 

building is enjoyable and rewarding. There are no 

timetables here, so you can create your mountain 

retreat at your own pace. Many owners choose to 

build in stages — starting with a smaller cottage 

first, with plans to turn it into a guest quarters once 

they build their main residence. Others can’t wait 

to build tree houses or private studios in the forest. 

At every step, we can help with advice, with plans 

that can be adapted for your property, and with 

references to trusted and capable local resources.

We l c ome  h ome Easy doe s  it



Now that you can 
work from home ...
… why not make the Lake your office? The beauty of a Lake 

James mountain retreat is that you can now get away for extra-

long summer weekends and cozy winter holiday gatherings — 

even steal away if you must for some actual alone-time work. 

If Thoreau and Muir can do it, why not you? One of the great 

joys is creating your own family retreat, and some of the best 

feature sleeping porches, plenty of space for guests, indoor 

and outdoor fireplaces accented with river rocks, large decks 

and patios, and wildlife enhancements, such as wildflower 

gardens and bluebird boxes.



★

The Camp

Frontside Backside

There are often two sides to a story, and here, both chapters 

are thrilling — neighborhoods north and south that rise from 

fingers of land along the water’s edge to soaring hilltops 

with expansive mountain and water views. Respectively, they 

are 1780, named for the revolutionary soldiers who crossed 

our paths, and Old Wildlife Club. Currently, every homesite 

includes a permitted dock location on the shoreline of the 

property, or an assigned boat slip at a community dock close 

to your home. Boating is a big part of everyday life at Lake 

James and a fun way to “commute” to The Camp. Whether 

you choose 1780 or Old Wildlife Club, you’re sure to find that 

every chapter at Lake James has a happy ending.

1780 ••

Old Wildlife Club• •



We’ve made creating your ideal mountain retreat easy by blending 

the expertise of outdoor enthusiasts, renowned architects and 

builders to create plans for our communities’ cabins. You can 

choose to build any of our designs or use them as a source of 

inspiration when working with your builder or architect. 

There is a wide array of floor plans and exterior elevations to draw 

upon, from quaint and cozy to spacious and grand, as well as 

designs suited for different lifestyles — from growing families to 

empty-nesters. Featuring authentic, historically correct materials, 

including recycled timbers, steep-pitched tin roofs, cedar shingle 

and natural bark siding, wide-plank floors and river-smoothed 

stones, residences are designed to blend effortlessly into their 

mountain lake settings. And by design, no two are alike.

A shared vision
The ultimate goal of our vision is to ensure that Lake James 

will remain as it is now for generations. When viewing 

1780 and Old Wildlife Club from the water or hiking our 

meandering trails, you will see mountains and forests, but not 

the retreats within. You’ll feel as if this place is yours alone.

We’ve collaborated with conservation and environmental 

organizations to establish architectural covenants that 

ensure our homes and structures blend seamlessly with the 

natural environment. The most obvious example of this is the 

shapes of the lots. In many other communities, a land plan is 

developed regardless of the topography. Here, our plan is 

defined by it.

When you make your mountain lake home here, you become 

an important part of the history and tradition of Lake James. 

Our owners share a commitment to creating authentic homes 

that reflect their personalities and dreams while embracing 

the community ethos and passion for conservation.

We have deeded large areas of common, undisturbed land between homesites. 

Our standards include size limitations on all structures built and waterfront lot 

setbacks that exceed most state and local requirements.

To make sure that all structures in our communities are in keeping with this 

vision, we developed architectural guidelines that govern what is built here. 

There are no minimum size requirements in our communities, but there are 

limits to how large a single structure can be. This allows our homes to fit into the 

landscape rather than dominate it. Homes are built from natural materials, and a 

natural color palette is used on the exterior of all structures.

Our Habitat Review Board (HRB) manager guides owners through the design 

process to create a home that becomes a treasured family retreat, as well as 

one in keeping with our vision. When you’re ready to start planning your home, 

we recommend scheduling an appointment with the HRB manager before you 

hire an architect or interview builders. This manager is an expert resource who 

can help you every step of the way.

Our homesites have no building time restrictions, allowing you to create your 

mountain retreat at your own pace. And our communities feature a limited 

number of compound homesites that allow owners the opportunity to build 

multiple structures at their own speed.  

The landscape and hardscape design expresses the rich historical character of 

rural mountain retreats, with natural materials, hand-crafted details and native 

plants. Ramps, steps and walls are worked into the terrain to make effortless 

elevation transitions.

>

>

>

>

>

Ideas to inspire

Guiding principles



A variation of the Mountain Laurel plan is the Meadow Rue, the largest of 

the five plans originally designed for our Hully Gully enclave along the 

Over Mountain Victory National Historic Trail. This plan is now available 

to be used on any homesite within 1780 or Old WIldlife Club. Just under 

2,000 square feet in size, this cabin offers two bedrooms, with the master 

on the main floor, and a loft, as well as a covered porch and patio that 

allow owners to drink in Lake James’ mountain setting.

Frontside BacksideCamp Lake James Cabin Meadow Rue

The Camp Lake James Cabin contains all the elements of a rustic lakeside 

getaway. The core of the house ties the living, dining and kitchen areas 

together, creating a welcome place to gather and relax. The large, two-

sided, stacked-stone fireplace provides warmth in the wintertime, and 

the nearly 1,000-square-foot covered porch is a cool retreat on a summer 

or autumn evening. The main-level master and guest rooms provide easy 

access for all ages, while the loft overlooking the living room offers space 

for bunk beds and sleeping bags. Another option includes a plan with a 

walkout basement with two additional bedrooms.



Simplicity is the key with this plan. At 1,116 square feet, featuring two 

bedrooms and a spacious covered patio, the Summersweet makes for a 

cozy and rustic getaway. You can build this intimate cabin and stop or use 

it as the first step in a larger mountain retreat down the road by expanding 

the structure or connecting it to an additional structure. 

The beauty of Lake James’ mountain setting wraps its arms around you, 

with covered porches adorning three sides of this cottage. The Switchback 

is an ideal getaway for everyone to enjoy. This plan offers three bedrooms, 

with the master on the main floor, and an open kitchen and great room. 

This home invites residents and guests to cozy up around a two-sided 

fireplace on fall and winter nights.

Frontside Backside
The SwitchbackSummersweet


